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Education, Purpose and Human Flourishing  
in Uncertain Times  

Theme 1: Personhood and Society 

This theme explores the dialectical relationship between mind and environment. It looks at what is meant 
by ‘Human Flourishing’ and explores amongst others such concepts as character, wellbeing, and virtue. 
We ask how education might be pressed into service in the development of human traits, what other 
support systems are needed in micro and local settings such as homes and schools, and importantly, the 
role of education in dismantling the factors that constrain the pathways towards human flourishing. 

The following seminars will be given at 5pm on Tuesdays in the Investcorp Lecture Theatre, St Antony’s 
College with the exception of 9th February when it will start at 6pm. These seminars are open to the public, 
and can be joined virtually on the following MS Teams link: Click here to join the meeting. The Vimeo 
link to recordings of past seminars can be found here. 

Conveners: Dr David Johnson, Dr Fiona Gatty and Ms Luana Deborst 
 
Professor Hanan Alexander, University of Haifa, Professor Tali Tal, Technion: Israel Institute of 
Technology, and Dr Rachel S. A. Pear, University of Haifa 
19 Jan: ‘Dialogue between Science Education and Religious Education: Evolution Instruction, Pedagogy 
of Difference, and Human Flourishing.’ 
 
Dr Edward Brooks and Katy Granville-Chapman 
26 Jan: 'Reimagining educational leadership - empowering human flourishing.' 
 
Professor Kristján Kristjánsson, Jubilee Centre, University of Birmingham 
2 Feb: ‘Four Accounts of Flourishing as the Aim of Education: A Synthesis and Ten Remaining 
Problems.’ 
 
Professor Tyler VanderWeele, T.H. Chan School of Public Health, Harvard University  
9 Feb: ‘Flourishing and Education.’ 
Please note that this seminar will take place at 6PM. 
 
Professor Gordon Ingram, Universidad de Los Andes  
16 Feb: ‘Technology to make the social personal: Developing the virtue of gratitude in uncertain times 
with positive virtual tools.’ 
 
Dr Tom Harrison, Jubilee Centre, University of Birmingham 
23 Feb: ‘Character education; what might it contribute to human flourishing?’ 
 
TWCF Visiting Fellow, Professor Emily Choge, Moi University 
2 Mar: ‘Personhood and Society: the making of a Kenyan Man and Woman. A Comparative Study.’ 
 
Dr Jonathan Beale, Eton College 
9 Mar: ‘What is the Relation Between Education’s Epistemic Aims and its Aim of Supporting Human 
Flourishing?’ 
 
 
For more details, please contact Fiona Gatty  
at fiona.gatty@education.ox.ac.uk  

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZTJlMTljZTItM2FjMy00MGVmLWFhZGYtODliNmFhODIxZTJk%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22cc95de1b-97f5-4f93-b4ba-fe68b852cf91%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22ce037d5c-e0bb-4e01-bf83-b8c6031759da%22%7d
https://vimeo.com/showcase/humanflourishing
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