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“As long as [universities] are
vigorous and healthy and their
scientists are free to pursue the
truth wherever it may lead, there &
will be a flow of new scientific
knowledge to those who can apply?"
it to practical problems in
Government, in industry, or
elsewhere.”
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Realising Our Potential 1993
3.13  Excellence is very important; second-rate research is 2 poor buy.

Funders of research will need to apply rigorous standards and impose strong
criteria to maintain quality whilst giving much greater emnphasis to relevance.
There is no contlict between quality and relevance or appropriability. Indeed
Research Councils already take account of multple criteria when allocating
funds. While the Rescarch Councils should focus on the value of proposed
research in terms of scientific excellence and tmeliness, they should take more

fully into account the extent wo which outcomes could be taken up |:|1l|.r potential

users. When setting priontics and allocating resources, Councils wall take
account of the needs of their particular user communities - the relevant
industrial or service sectors, private and public, as well as central and local
Government. The Government will similarly expect research relevant w
industrial and other users to be taken into account by the Higher Education

Funding Councils in their research assessment exercises.

Research Budget Allocations 2014

Research excellence is a critical asset for the UK, providing a competitive advantage in the
global race for prosperity. The UK's strong research base is vital in pushing back the
frontiers of human knowledge, supporting the wealth and welfare of the nation, tackling
current and future challenges and contributing to the cultural richness of the UK. World
class research plays a key role in economic growth through creating new businesses,
improving the performance of existing businesses, delivering highly skilled people to the
labour market, and attracting investment from global businesses. It is also vital to the
implementation of the Government's Industrial Strategy. The 8 Great Technologies,
launched by the Government in January 2013, illustrate how UK strengths in key areas of
research have the potential to drive growth and societal benefits and where the UK has a
competitive advantage.’
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Pathways to Impact

Academic
Impacts

Economic and l
Societal Impacts

RESEARCH
COUNCILS UK



Table D1 Indicative range of impacts

Civil society

Informing and influencing the form and content of associations
between people or groups to illuminate and challenge cultural
values and social assumptions.

Cultural life Creating and interpreting cultural capital in all of its forms to enrich
and expand the lives, imaginations and sensibilities of individuals
and groups.

Economic Applying and transferring the insights and knowledge gained from

prosperity research to create wealth in the manufacturing, service, creative
and cultural sectors.

Education Informing and influencing the form or the content of the education
of any age group in any part of the world where they extend
significantly beyond the submitting HEI.

Policy making Informing and influencing policy debate and practice through

interventions relating to any aspect of human or animal well-being
or the environment.

Public discourse

Extending the range and improving the quality of evidence,
argument and expression to enhance public understanding of the
major issues and challenges faced by individuals and society.

Public services

Contributing to the development and delivery of public services or
legislation to support the welfare, education, understanding or
empowerment of diverse individuals and groups in society,
including the disadvantaged or marginalised.
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Research Excellence Framework

Search REF Impact Case Studies

Browse the index below or search all Case Studies using keywords [e.g. “NHS”].

Search all Case Studies... See all case studies

Learn about advanced search options here.

Browse the index

Submitting Institution Unit of Assessment Summary Impact Type Research Subject Area Impact UK Location Impact Global Location

Unit of Assessmente

(1596) Main Panel B

(385) Z - Earth Systems and Environmental Sciences

(163) 8 - Chemistry

(347) 9 - Physics

(318) 10 - Mathematical Sciences

(257) 11 - Computer Science and Informatics

(126) 12 - Aeronautical, Mechanical, Chemical and Manufacturing

(1972) Main Panel D
(141) 27 - Area Studies

(1484)
(171)
(125)
(182)
(209)
(253)
(124)

(127)

(51)
(242)

(1627)
(69)



Limitations of the REF dataset

* Constrained by:
* Definition of impact

* Rule (timing, underpinning research, etc.)

* Assessment purpose
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Diferent types of impact are more common in different
disciplines (1)
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There IS a diverse range of impact pathways

[ ?m i ____

1
|
{

___ ) Wl il il

I




Gommercial activity existent in a relatively small proportion of
case studies

[
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“spin-outs” “patents” “licenses”
n =344 n=570 n =654
c5% of case studies c9% of case studies c10% of case studies
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The most frequent impacts where on public policy and

(054 ’
o er von  grvon

‘Informing government policy’

(develop polici nation plan govern inform work strategi assess)

(n=1233)
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‘Parliamentary scrutiny’

(polit elect parti democraci elector vote candid poll pd )

(n= 983)

Overlap between these two topics was 192 case studies (small

in number, but this is largest overlap overall)
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FCO — impact topics (hnumber)

PARLIAMENTARY SCRUTINY
INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

ASIA

MEDIA

DEFENCE AND SECURITY

EUROPE

INFORMING GOVERNMENT POLICY
HISTORICAL ARCHIVES

LAW AND JUSTICE

MARINE AND OCEAN SCIENCE
DEMOCRACY AND POLITICAL ENGAGEMENT
TECHNOLOGY COMMERCIALISATION
OILAND GAS

CRIME AND JUSTICE

COMMUNITY AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT
CLIMATE CHANGE

MUSEUMS AND EXHIBITION

PRINT MEDIA AND PUBLISHING
RELIGION

WOMEN, GENDER AND MINORITIES
NATURE AND CONSERVATION

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

MODELLING AND FORECASTING
SCHOOLS AND EDUCATION

LITERATURE

CULTURAL AND HERITAGE PRESERVATION
SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT

DENTISTRY

NUCLEAR ENERGY

BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY
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FCO — impact topics (%

PARLIAMENTARY SCRUTINY
INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

ASIA

MEDIA

DEFENCE AND SECURITY

EUROPE

INFORMING GOVERNMENT POLICY
HISTORICAL ARCHIVES

LAW AND JUSTICE

MARINE AND OCEAN SCIENCE
DEMOCRACY AND POLITICAL ENGAGEMENT
TECHNOLOGY COMMERCIALISATION
OILAND GAS

CRIME AND JUSTICE

COMMUNITY AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT
CLIMATE CHANGE

MUSEUMS AND EXHIBITION

PRINT MEDIA AND PUBLISHING
RELIGION

WOMEN, GENDER AND MINORITIES
NATURE AND CONSERVATION

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

MODELLING AND FORECASTING
SCHOOLS AND EDUCATION

LITERATURE

CULTURAL AND HERITAGE PRESERVATION
SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT

DENTISTRY

NUCLEAR ENERGY

BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY
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There IS a diverse range of impact pathways
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Which impact topics feature in the
English UoA?

LITERATURE

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

MEDIA

HISTORICAL ARCHIVES

SCHOOLS AND EDUCATION

FILM AND THEATRE

COMMUNITY AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT
PRINT MEDIA AND PUBLISHING

ARTS AND CULTURE

MUSEUMS AND EXHIBITION

REGIONAL LANGUAGES OF BRITISH ISLES
MUSIC, DANCE AND PERFORMANCE
CULTURAL AND HERITAGE PRESERVATION
ASIA

PARLIAMENTARY SCRUTINY

RELIGION

CRIME AND JUSTICE

SCOTLAND

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT

MENTAL HEALTH

INFORMING GOVERNMENT POLICY
WOMEN, GENDER AND MINORITIES
DEFENCE AND SECURITY

CHILDREN, YOUNG PEOPLE AND FAMILIES
LAW AND JUSTICE

EUROPE

HEALTH CARE SERVICES

TECHNOLOGY COMMERCIALISATION
DEMOCRACY AND POLITICAL ENGAGEMENT
REGIONAL INNOVATION AND ENTERPRISE
MEDICAL ETHICS

TRANSPORT

ARCHITECTURE AND BUILDING

FOOD AND NUTRITION

PUBLIC HEALTH AND PREVENTION
BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY

]
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40

120

140



Which fields of research underpin impact
case studies in the English UoA?

Literary Studies

Cultural Studies

Historical Studies

Linguistics

Film, Television and Digital Media
Specialist Studies in Education
Psychology

Curriculum and Pedagogy

Cognitive Science

Performing Arts and Creative Writing
Religion and Religious Traditions
Language Studies

Policy and Administration

Public Health and Health Services
Artificial Intelligence and Image Processing
Sociology

Criminology

Philosophy

Curatorial and Related Studies
Political Science

Anthropology

Library and Information Studies
History and Philosophy of Specific Fields
Journalism and Professional Writing
Law

Information Systems

Archaeology

Other Studiesin Creative Arts and Writing
Visual Arts and Crafts

Socdial Work

Human Geography

Demography

Tourism

Business and Management

Building

Clinical Sciences

50 100 150 200 250
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There IS a diverse range of impact pathways

s \ book read poetri write literari
N—— S writer publish literatur translat

‘International deverop
Laboratory diagnostics
Law and justices

Literature
Marine and ocean science

Media

Medical ethics
Mental health
Mobde technologies
Modelling and forecasting
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Which disciplines contribute to the
Literature impact topic? UoA

Modern Languages and Linguistics _

Communication, Cultural and Media Studies, Library and Information Management

I
History .
Area Studies .
Music, Drama, Dance and Performing Arts I
Art and Design: History, Practice and Theory I
Philosophy I
Classics I

Education I

Sociology I



Which disciplines contribute to the
Literature impact topic? FoR

Literary Studies

Cultural Studies

Historical Studies

Film, Television and Digital Media

Policy and Administration

Specialist Studies in Education

Psychology

Religion and Religious Traditions
Anthropology

Philosophy

Other Language, Communication and Culture
Linguistics

Other Studies in Creative Arts and Writing
Sociology

Paolitical Science

Criminology

Curriculum and Pedagogy

Public Health and Health Services
Information Systems

Artificial Intelligence and Image Processing
History and Philosophy of Specific Fields
Performing Arts and Creative Writing
Demography

Neurosciences

C)------IIIIIIIII..IIII
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There IS a diverse range of impact pathways

B This group covers literature and literary studies.
It includes:

e comparative literature studies;
e literary theory; and
stylistics and textual analysis.
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arnalism and professional writing
Language studies

Law

Library and information studies
Linguistics

Literary studies Il

Macromolecular and materials chemistry
Manufactuning engineering e

Maritime eng ng
Marketing

Matenals engneering
Mathematical physics
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How do Literary Studies contribute to

impact? Which UoAs?

English Language and Literature

History

Modern Languages and Linguistics

Music, Drama, Dance and Performing Arts

Theology and Religious Studies

Classics

Communication, Cultural and Media Studies, Library and Information Management

Art and Design: History, Practice and Theory

Philosophy

Area Studies

Geography, Environmental Studies and Archaeology

Anthropology and Development Studies

Sociology

Law

Education

Politics and International Studies

Mathematical Sciences

Earth Systems and Environmental Sciences
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o
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150

250



How do Literary Studies contri
impact? Which impact topics?

MEDIA

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

LITERATURE

HISTORICAL ARCHIVES

PRINT MEDIA AND PUBLISHING

FILM AND THEATRE

MUSEUMS AND EXHIBITION
COMMUNITY AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT
CULTURAL AND HERITAGE PRESERVATION
RELIGION

ARTS AND CULTURE

MUSIC, DANCE AND PERFORMANCE
SCHOOLS AND EDUCATION

REGIONAL LANGUAGES OF BRITISH ISLES
ASIA

PARLIAMENTARY SCRUTINY

SCOTLAND

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
WOMEN, GENDER AND MINORITIES
INFORMING GOVERNMENT POLICY
DEFENCE AND SECURITY

MENTAL HEALTH

HEALTH CARE SERVICES

SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT

EUROPE

CRIME AND JUSTICE

DEMOCRACY AND POLITICAL ENGAGEMENT
FOOD AND NUTRITION

LAW AND JUSTICE

SPORTS

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY AND WELFARE
COMPUTING AND QUANTUM PHYSICS
REGIONAL INNOVATION AND ENTERPRISE
MEDICAL ETHICS

NATURE AND CONSERVATION
ARCHITECTURE AND BUILDING
INFECTIOUS DISEASES CONTROL

PUBLIC HEALTH AND PREVENTION
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Public engagement [c. 6%]

uos 3 04

Analysis by King’s College London



Which HEIls submitted PE case studies?
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Conclusions

* Diversity of impacts

* Diversity of disciplines

* Impactis not a threat...

* ...but an overly narrow definition is
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Research Excellence Framework

Search REF Impact Case Studies

Browse the index below or search all Case Studies using keywords [e.g. “NHS”].

Search all Case Studies... See all case studies

Learn about advanced search options here. htt p ://i m p a Ct . ref- a C . u k

Browse the index

Submitting Institution Unit of Assessment Summary Impact Type Research Subject Area Impact UK Location Impact Global Location

Unit of Assessmente

Main Panel A (1596) Main Panel B (1484)

1- Clinical Medicine (385) Z- Earth Systems and Environmental Sciences (171)

2 - Public Health, Health Services and Primary Care (163) 8 - Chemistry (125

e ton. Dentistry, Nursing and P (347) 9 - Physics (182)

4 - Psychology. Psychiatry and Neuroscience (318) 10 - Mathematical Sciences (209)

5 - Biological Sciences (257) 11 - Computer Science and Informatics (253)

6 - Agriculture, Veterinary and Food Science (126) 12 - Aeronautical, Mechanical, Chemical and Manufacturing (124)
Engineerl

13 - Electrical and Electronic Engineering, Metallurgy and (127)
Materials

14 - Civil and Construction Engineering (51)
15 - General Engineering (242)
Main Panel C (1972) Main Panel D (1627)

16 - Architecture. Built Environment and Plannina (141) 27 - Area Studies (69)
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