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ABSTRACT

STUDENTS RRE AFFECTED BY THEIR SOCIAL BACKGROUND, ETHNIC, GEOGRAPHIC AND
CULTURAL ORIGIN, LANGURGES SPOKEN, GENDER, SEXURLITY, RELIGION, ETC. ALSD
AFFECTING STUDENTS ARE THE MORE GENERAL SOCIAL-POLITICAL TRANSFORMATIONS
(GLOBALIZATION, MIGRATION, CHANGING LABOR MARKETS, ETC.) WHERERS A LOT OF THE
SOCIAL SCIENCE LITERATURE IN EDUCATION HAS VIEWED THESE ASPECTS OF STUDENT
IDENTITY AND DIVERSITY AS SEPARATE FROM EACH OTHER, 1 AIM TO UNDERSTAND HOW
THESE FACTORS IMPACT ON STUDENT [DENTITIES-WORK AT INTERSECTIONS, ESPECIALLY IN
ENGLISH LANGURGE ARTS (ELA) CLASSROOMS. IN THE REFERENCED PILOT STUDY, | USE
POSITIONING THEORY TO ANALYZE THE DISCURSIVE INCIDENTS AROUND LITERACY LERRNING
IN TEXAS. BY ANALYZING STUDENTS’ INTERACTIONS, | BEGIN TO GAIN AN UNDERSTANDING
OF STUDENT AGENTIC MOVEMENTS AND THE MARGINALIZING FORCES (E.G. BRRRIERS] THAT
STRENGTHEN OR DIMINISH A STUDENT'S RESPONSE TO LERRNING.
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POSITIONING THEORY

“A FUNDAMENTAL WRY IN WHICH CULTURES DIFFER IS IN THE
TAKEN-FOR-GRANTED SYSTEMS OF RIGHTS AND DUTIES IMPLICIT IN THE
WRY LIVED STORYLINES UNFOLD IN EVERYDAY SOCIAL EPISODES.
POSITIONING THEORY DEVELOPED AS A METHOD OF [DISCURSIVE] ANALYSIS
RIMED AT REVERLING THE STORYLINES AND IMPLICIT [SOMETIMES EXPLICIT)
ASCRIPTIONS AND RESISTANCES TO ASCRIPTIONS OF RIGHTS AND DUTIES
T0 PERFORM ACTIONS EXPRESSING SOCIAL ACTS APPROPRIATE TO THE
SITURTIONS RECOGNIZED BY PARTICIPANTS IN A STRIP OF LIFE.”

(HARRE 2012)
FIGURE 2

RECONFIGURED RELATIONSHIPS AMONG COMMUNICATION ACTS
AND INTERPRETIVE FRAMES

[HARRE AND VAN LANGENHOVE, 1999)
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(HERBEL-EISENMANN ET AL., 2015, P. 194

RESEARCH QUESTIONS

1. WHAT ENHANCES OR DIMINISHES CLASSROOM LEARNING EXPERIENCES FOR MARGINALIZED STUDENTS?
2. WHEN STUDENTS ARE POSITIONED DIFFERENTLY THAN THEY ARE TYPICALLY POSITIONED IN THEIR
COMMUNITIES OUTSIDE OF THE LERRNING ENVIRONMENT OR BY THEMSELVES, HOW IS THE LERRNING
EXPERIENCE AFFECTED?

3. WHAT, IF ANY, ASPECTS OF STUDENTS' IDENTITIES ACT AS A MARGINALIZING FORCE?

UNDERSTANDING MARGINALIZED STUDENTS’ IDENTITIES WORK AND THEIR LEARNING
EXPERIENCES IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS CLASSROOMS
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FINDINGS

- MOST STUDENTS’ IDENTITIES WERE COMPOSED OF CHRRACTERISTICS OF PERSONALITY

- STUDENTS NEED RUTONOMY IN DECISION-MAKING TO BE HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL

- TERCHERS WHD POSITION AS AUTHORITY FIGURE ARE OFTEN UNAWARE OF THEIR RE-POSITIONING
- CALLING TERCHERS' ATTENTION TO POSITIONING = CRERTION OF STUDENT AGENTIC MOVEMENT

METHODS & AIMS

| CONDUCTED MULTI-MODRL, QUALITATIVE RESERRCH IN 2 UPPER-SECONDRRY (SENIOR CLASSROOMS) AT A HIGH SCHOOL
IN TEXRS RS A PILOT STUDY PRIOR TO MY DISSERTATION RESERRCH; | RIMED TO UNDERSTAND THE IMPRCT THAT
STUDENTS" IDENTITIES HAVE ON THEIR LERRNING. ADDITIONALLY, | AIMED TO UNDERSTAND THE IMPACT THAT STUDENTS'
LEARNING HAS ON THEIR IDENTITIES FORMATION. SPECIFICALLY, | FIRST DESIGNED A WEEKLONG CLASSROOM UNIT OF
LESSONS TO FRAME STUDENTS’ THINKING ARROUND CHARACTER (1.E. CHARACTER IDENTITIES) DEVELOPMENT, ENSURING |
WOULD HAVE MULTIPLE MODES OF INTERACTION. AFTER THE NORMAL CLASSROOM TERCHERS' DELIVERY OF THE LESSON, |
CONDUCTED IN-PERSON OBSERVATIONS OF TWO SEPARATE TERCHERS' CLASSROOMS OVER THREE CLASS PERIODS. THEN, |
COLLECTED CROSS-SECTIONAL SURVEYS AND EVALUATED STUDENTS' WRITTEN TASKS ON SCALED RUBRICS TO CODE
QUALITATIVE PATTERNS THAT EMERGED. IN TOTAL, 48 STUDENTS PARTICIPATED IN OR INFORMED OVERALL THE PILOT
RESERRCH PROJECT. USING POSITIONING THEORY, | RETURNED TO STUDENTS’ DISCURSIVE EVENTS THAT | HAD RECORDED

. MORE DISCURSIVE INSTANCES THAT REMAINED UNCHALLENGED BY THE TEACHER LED TO SELF-IDENTIFYING RS DURING MY OBSERVATIONS [N AN ATTEMPT T0 UNDERSTAND POSITIONINGS OF RGENTIC NOVEMENT EXERTED BY
OO0 ATENGHISHT EVEN WHEN SEORED RSSIGRHENTS REFLECTED OFPOSIE STUDENTS IN THEIR PEER INTERRCTINS AND IN TERCHERS' POSITIONING OF STUDENTS' ATTEMPTS AT AGENTIC
- STUDENTS WHOSE POSITIONS OF CORRECT' KNOWLEGE WERE UNCHRLLENGED EXCHANGES IN TERCHER-TO-STUDENT DISCURSIVE EVENTS. FURTHERMORE, | PURPOSEFULLY FOCUSED ON WAYS IN
EiMUmWIII%IWT"HEHV[}E[EK‘{ImEEHSIIIIFI%DUYF CORRECTERHOWLEOGE WERE Ch WHICH STUDENTS EACH DESCRIBED THEMSELVES (L. THEIR IDENTITIES)IN EITHER WRITING OR IN THEIR SPOKEN

DISCOURSE. TOWRRD THE END OF THE STUDY, | DISTRIBUTED R SELF-ASSESSMENT PSYCHOLOGICAL TOOL (SURVEY)
KNOWN RS AN EMPATHY QUOTIENT TO GRUGE HOW EMPATHIC THESE 17-18 YEAR OLD STUDENTS WERE. INTERMITTENTLY
THROUGHOUT THE STUDY, I CONDUCTED SEMI-STRUCTURED INTERVIEWS WITH SELECTED STUDENTS AND BOTH TERCHERS.
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CONCLUSION

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, AT THE MOMENT, IS FILLED WITH CONTENTION. FROM THE #METOO MOVEMENT T0 THE
#BLACKLIVESMATTER CAMPRIGN, ACROSS THE COUNTRY, PEOPLE ARE SPERKING OUT AND THEY ARE SRYING WE ARE TIRED OF THE
MARGINALIZATION AND THE OPPRESSION. MARTIN ESPADA, THE POET, SAID, “I AM A POET OF ADVOCACY, A POET WHO SPERKS FOR
THOSE WHO HAVEN'T HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO SPERK FOR THEMSELVES.” THROUGH MY WORK, | HOPE T0 ECHO THIS SENTIMENT BY
SHEDDING LIGHT ON HOW THE INTERSECTIONAL IDENTITIES OF STUDENTS ARE CONSTITUTED AND HOW THEY IMPACT ON STUDENTS'
LEARNING BOTH POSITIVELY AND NEGATIVELY. LERVING IDENTITY POLITICS WHERE THEY LIE IN THE PUBLIC SPHERE ALLOWED ME T0
CAPTURE THE MULTIFRCETED EXPERIENCE OF LEARNERS IN THEIR ENVIRONMENT

THE METANORPHSIS BY FRANL KRFKA
10 LLA MOCKINGEIRD BY HARPER LEE
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