




Plan for today:
1. Background – my practice > research journey

2. What does existing research tells us about 

songs & listening in secondary school MFL?

3. A (new!) study on speaking & listening

4. What are the implications for teaching?

5. Ideas for teaching MFL listening using songs
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Advantage for
alternative condition
(not songs)

Advantage for
song condition over 
comparison group

No difference detected 
between song & 
comparison group Relative effects of songs to comparison groups
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Pretest

• Screening 
variables

• Elicited 
imitation task

Random allocation

• Song
• Chant
• Story (prose)
• Control

Treatment 
(3 weeks)

• 20-minute 
lessons

• 11 sessions
• 220 minutes 

total French

Post-test

• Elicited 
imitation task

Delayed post-test
(after 6 weeks)

• Elicited 
imitation task









Advantage for
alternative condition
(not songs)

Advantage for
song condition over 
comparison group (if present)

No difference detected 
between song & 
comparison group Relative effects of songs to comparison groups





•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•



•

•

•

•




