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Who am I?
• Teacher, Traveller, Lead Learner, Questioner
• Proud Polyglot
• Pedagogy & Pastoral Champion
• 25+ years in Education
• MFL, Teaching & Learning, Leadership
• Blogger & Author
• ALL Development Manager
• Teaching & Learning Consultant
• SLE in MFL
• Mental Health First Aider for children and adults 
• Linguascope webinar host
• Independent Thinking Associate & Veema T&L Consultant
@cristahazell





Metacognitive Pause for Thought

1. Think about your languages at in your School -
What do you already know which you do not 
use?

2. What level of thinking is required from you in 
this session to challenge you?
• Getting to grips with the basics
• Hunting & gathering new ideas
• Relating & incorporating ideas into your own work
• Creating new ideas

3. What evidence of learning can you take from 
today and what are you actually planning to do 
with it? 





What is your 
favourite
international 
language word?



What is it like to be a 
student/pupil/language learner in your 

classroom?

cc: Gwenaël Piaser - https://www.flickr.com/photos/22841923@N02



So, what can we do about this? 

Raise awareness
What does a good language learner look like? 
What to do if you are struggling / worried anxious

Model using target language – pausing and checking for understanding. 
Dual/Tri coding target language usage with pronunciation, flashcards & 
gesture. 
Allow for thinking time, pose, pause pounce, bounce is a brilliant 
strategy pause long enough for a Think, Pair, Share?



Expectations

• No opting out… 
• In this classroom we speak in target language
• Class Rules for speaking (and listening)
• Teach sound spelling links in the target language
• Model use of target language
• Model thinking of how to construct answers



Photo by Camera John - Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike License  https://www.flickr.com/photos/40332350@N03 Created with Haiku Deck







Strategies to get learners speaking 
authentically in language lessons



1. Phonics fun

Teach decoding
• Tri-code vocabulary & 

grammar so learners see it, 
hear it and say it

• Phonics focus - Phoneme / 
grapheme / phonic sound of 
the week

• Active phonics – basketball, 
football, movement

• Rhyming texts in the TL 
Multilingual Verses, Planet 
phonics (F,G,S)

https://sites.google.com/sheffield.ac.uk/multilingual-verses/home
https://speakeasi.net/
https://speakeasi.net/


2. Tongue Twisters

• Start slow, focus on pronunciation, intonation then pace
• Model, model, model
• Practice, practice, practice
• Finding or building your own sentences that rhyme
• Tongue-Twister.net

https://www.tongue-twister.net/
https://www.tongue-twister.net/
https://www.tongue-twister.net/
https://www.tongue-twister.net/


3. True / False / Odd one out

• Exam style multiple choice questions
• Questions & Answers based on a reading comprehension
• Quotes from a text (A level)
• 2 correct, one mistake
• Storytelling 
• Song lyrics 

Allow thinking time – think, pair, share. 



Create your very best sentence about the 
topic. Think, plan then do. 

Remember to include: CORTed
• Connectives
• Opinions & Reasons / justifications
• Timeframes / Time indicators
• Extra Details Challenge: TAILORED

Timeframes/ time indicators

Adjectives
Intensifiers
Opinions and Reasons
Extra Details

4. Your very 
best 

sentence…





ABC: Add, Build or 
Challenge

Was this the very best sentence or is yours even better? 

What feedback can you give that is kind, specific and 
helpful? 

• I like the fact that….

• I wonder if…

• A good / great next step might be…



5. Mnemonics

Please share with me which is your favourite mnemonic for helping your 
learners create spoken responses by typing them in the chat. 



David Shanks HFLanguages
TES shop FREE!

Kiarap90
TES shop FREE!



CORTed / TAILORed

Annecy74 TES shop £3
MlleE TES shop £3



Eva Pereza TES shop £2

Miss Chamouret’s Shop
TES shop FREE!

Arkleigh TES shop FREE!



6. Read aloud

Tongue 
twisters

Best 
sentence

2 truths 
and a lie Rhubarbe

Text aloud Popcorn 
Reading 

Trapdoor –
gap fill

All together 
now



7. Voice message – record the response

• MP3 / MP4
• YouTube – School Languages Dept channel? 
• Apple Clips (with bitmoji)
• Vocaroo
• Vidnoz (AI generated)
• Hello Talk**

https://www.apple.com/uk/clips/
https://www.apple.com/uk/clips/
https://vocaroo.com/
https://vocaroo.com/
https://www.vidnoz.com/
https://www.vidnoz.com/
https://www.hellotalk.com/
https://www.hellotalk.com/


8. Output
• Speaking (and writing + creativity)
• Dramatic piece
• Role play
• Artistic piece
• Musical performance
• Poetry
• Story board
• Comic / Graphic Novel



9. Inside Outside
Circle time

1. Remember who you are & 
where you are stood!

2. Speak as loud and clearly as 
you can.  

3. Listeners, listen carefully and 
be prepared to give feedback. 

4. Listen and note down your 
feedback.

5. Switch roles. 



10. Just a minute…. 
• 10 seconds
• 30 seconds
• 60 seconds



11. Reviews, Podcasts, Channels, Journaling? 

Digital 
device

Accessible 
backgrounds

Prepared 
topic





Thank you for listening, any 
questions?

• cristahazell@gmail.com
• Crista Hazell Education (Facebook) 
• @cristahazell (X)
• https://www.linkedin.com/in/crista-hazell-1a380616a/
• cristahazell.wordpress.com

mailto:cristahazell@gmail.com
mailto:cristahazell@gmail.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/crista-hazell-1a380616a/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/crista-hazell-1a380616a/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/crista-hazell-1a380616a/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/crista-hazell-1a380616a/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/crista-hazell-1a380616a/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/crista-hazell-1a380616a/
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