
 

 

Information for participants – visiting guide 

We are looking forward to welcoming you to your chosen event with the Oxford Education 

Deanery. Within this guide, you can find lots of  useful information to support your visit to 

Oxford. 

Venue address 

• Your event will take place at the Department of  Education, University of  Oxford, 15 

Norham Gardens, Oxford OX2 6PY 

 

Getting to Oxford 

You can find lots of  useful information to support on the University’s ‘How to Get to Oxford’ 

page.  

From London airports 

From London Heathrow and Gatwick airports, take The Airline coach service, which runs 24 
hours a day. You can also get to Oxford by train from Heathrow via London, and from Gatwick 
via Reading. 

From London Stansted airport, take the Stansted Express train service to London Liverpool 
Street and then take the tube to either Paddington or Marylebone for direct trains to Oxford. 
Alternatively, there is a National Express 737 coach service. 

Train and Bus Services 

Direct services run from London Paddington (serving Oxford station) and London Marylebone 
(serving Oxford and Oxford Parkway stations). Oxford Railway Station is a 5–10-minute walk 
from the centre of Oxford. Please use Google Maps or our interactive map to find your way 
from the station. The Oxford Tube Bus also offers a direct service between Oxford and London, 
running a frequent timetable on a virtually 24-hour basis, Monday to Sunday, stopping at the 
central coach station Gloucester Green in the city centre. 

Car Parking 

Note that car parking is extremely limited and expensive in Oxford and so we recommend 
travelling into Oxford via public transport. If you are travelling to us by car, we recommend 
using the park and ride schemes available. Information about car parks in Oxford city centre can 
be found on the Council’s website. There is disabled parking at the Department for blue badge 
holders and for attendees with special access requirements, please contact 
erica.oakes@education.ox.ac.uk to request. To check blue badge parking at your 
accommodation/college, please contact them directly (see the ‘Accommodation’ section below). 
There is also short stay on-street parking near the Department on Norham Gardens, but this is 
metered with a maximum stay of 3 hours. 

Getting Around Oxford 

The best way to discover and get around Oxford is by foot. Most attractions (and all our venues 
and college accommodation) are within a 30-45-minute circa walk through beautiful 
architecture, parks, and streets. 

https://www.ox.ac.uk/visitors/visiting-oxford/how-get-oxford
https://www.ox.ac.uk/visitors/visiting-oxford/how-get-oxford
http://airline.oxfordbus.co.uk/
http://www.nationalrail.co.uk/
https://www.stanstedexpress.com/
https://www.nationalexpress.com/en/airports/stansted
https://www.gwr.com/stations-and-destinations/popular-routes/london-to-oxford
https://www.chilternrailways.co.uk/routes-and-destinations/Oxford-Parkway
https://www.chilternrailways.co.uk/routes-and-destinations/Oxford-Parkway
https://www.google.co.uk/maps
https://www.ox.ac.uk/visitors/map
http://www.oxfordtube.com/
https://www.oxford.gov.uk/parkandridesites
https://www.oxford.gov.uk/directory/5/car-parks-in-oxford/category/7
mailto:erica.oakes@education.ox.ac.uk
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/roads-and-transport/parking/where-park/street-parking


 

Oxford is not a campus university, so once you're here you can use our interactive, searchable 
map of  Oxford's colleges, halls, departments, libraries and museums to find your way around or 
download our interactive and accessible Explore Oxford University Map. You can also use 
Google Maps to find your way around Oxford on foot or using public transport. 

Taxi Services 

There are taxi ranks at Oxford Railway Station, Gloucester Green Coach Station and St Giles' in 
the city centre. You can also call the below Taxis to arrange a pickup where you are: 

• Royal Cars Oxford, +44 (0) 1865 777333 

• 001 Taxis, +44 (0) 1865 240000 

• Go Green Taxis, +44 (0) 1865 922222 

Most taxis in Oxford accept payment by cash and card but please do check this with the driver 
or taxi service before riding. 

Accommodation 

There is a range of  accommodation available in Oxford. If  you are interested in staying within 

the colleges of  the University, we recommend checking Oxford’s B&B page, or University rooms. 

In addition, the following hotels are close by: 

• Premier Inn, Oxford City Centre (Westgate) Hotel (0.3 miles from city centre, 1.2 miles to 

Department of  Education) 

• Courtyard Hotel by Marriott, Oxford (0.3 mile from city centre, 1.8 miles from 

Department of  Education) 

• Mercure Oxford Eastgate Hotel (0.4 mile from city centre, 2 miles from Department of  

Education) 

• The Randolph Hotel (premium end), 0.3 miles from city centre, 0.7 miles to Department 

of  Education) 

• Alternatively, Booking.com and Agoda.com may give you useful options in the city 

centre 

The following bed and breakfasts are nearby: 

• The Cotswold Lodge Hotel (1 mile from city centre, 0.4 miles to Department of  

Education) 

• St Margaret’s Hotel (1.2 miles from city centre, 0.6 miles to Department of  Education) 

• The Old Parsonage Hotel (premium end) (0.6 miles from city centre, 0.4 miles to 

Department of  Education) 

 

Things to do in Oxford 

You can also find lots of  useful information about visiting Oxford on the University’s page here. 

 

Sights 

• The Ashmolean Museum (free to visit, great for kids – pick up an explorer kit at the 

front desk) 

• The Oxford University Museum of  Natural History (free to visit, great for kids) 

https://www.ox.ac.uk/visitors/map
https://www.ox.ac.uk/visitors/map
https://www.ox.ac.uk/sites/files/oxford/field/field_document/Explore%20Map%20and%20Visitor%20Information%20Jan%202024.pdf
https://www.google.co.uk/maps
https://royal-cars.com/
https://www.001taxis.com/
https://www.gogreentaxisltd.co.uk/
https://conference-oxford.com/bb-self-catering
https://www.universityrooms.com/en-GB/city/oxford/home/
https://www.premierinn.com/gb/en/hotels/england/oxfordshire/oxford/oxford-city-centre-westgate.html
https://www.marriott.com/en-gb/hotels/oxfcy-courtyard-oxford-city-centre/overview/
https://all.accor.com/hotel/6668/index.en.shtml?utm_term=mar&gclid=CjwKCAjwx-CyBhAqEiwAeOcTdSFZdFHHCCZSHEcDmZtRwinAVO-9bRcTTQz3E571OeTqIl3tJ-Zt_xoCbzUQAvD_BwE&utm_campaign=ppc-mer-mar-goo-uk-en-dom_top-mix-se&utm_medium=cpc&utm_content=uk-en-GB-V2968&utm_source=google
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/lonrdgu-graduate-oxford-uk/?WT.mc_id=zINDA0EMEA1MB2PSH3Paid_ggl4ACBI_Brand_Destination5dkt6MULTIBR7EN8i81487387_121127546_21637560369&&&&&gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=21637560369&gclid=CjwKCAiA2svIBhB-EiwARWDPjq0fbKsw2QZj_-qg8TphVQ354e75odlcPbHmWtgLZz8uzhYChrtHmRoCJ6EQAvD_BwE
https://www.booking.com/
https://www.agoda.com/
https://www.cotswoldlodgehotel.co.uk/
https://thestmargaretshotel.co.uk/
https://www.oldparsonagehotel.co.uk/
https://www.ox.ac.uk/visitors/visiting-oxford
https://www.ashmolean.org/
https://www.oumnh.ox.ac.uk/


 

• The Divinity School and Bodleian Library (access limited for visitors, but tours are run 

through the week) 

• The Radcliffe Camera (no access to visitors, but stroll by to see the beautiful 

architecture) 

• Oxford’s Colleges (note that some colleges may charge for entry, or be closed some 

days for college activities) 

o Magdalen College (extensive gardens, beautiful architecture, and you may just 

stray past some goats) 

o Trinity College (extensive gardens and beautiful architecture) 

o Christchurch College (scenes from Harry Potter were filmed here, be sure to 

explore Christchurch Meadow while here) 

o Worcester College (beautiful architecture and gardens behind the façade on 

Walton St) 

o Jesus College (tread in Tolkien’s footsteps) 

o Many more! Explore via Oxford’s ‘Visit the Colleges’ pages. 

• The Oxford Botanical Gardens (entry tickets per person apply, great for kids) 

• The History of  Science Museum (free to visit) 

 

Other Activities 

• Punting – a quintessential Oxford pastime 

o Boats can be rented from The Cherwell Boathouse (seats up to 6), or from the 

Magdalen Bridge Boathouse 

o We recommend if  you are new to punting, arranging for a guide or instructor to 

assist or come along. 

• The Story Museum (fantastic for kids, entry charges apply) 

 

Lunch and Dinner 

A short walk from the Department of  Education (15 Norham Gardens) 

• Gees Restaurant, 61-63 Banbury Rd 

• Old Parsonage Grill, 1-3 Banbury Rd 

• Pierre Victoire, 9 Little Clarendon St 

• Browns Brasserie, 5-11 Woodstock Rd 

• Cherwell Boathouse Restaurant, Bardwell Rd 

• Brasserie Blanc, 71-72 Walton St 

• The Rose and Crown Pub, 14 North Parade Avenue 

Close to Iffley Road 

• La Cucina, 40 St Clement’s St 

• Cuttlefish, 36-27 St Clement’s St 

• The Magdalen Arms, 243 Iffley Road 

• Pan Pan Restaurant, 43B St Clement’s St 

• Tick Tock Café (coffee, breakfast), 3 Cowley Rd 

• Café Coco (coffee, breakfast), 23 Cowley Rd 

• Plus, many more along Cowley Rd 

https://visit.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/plan-your-visit
https://www.ox.ac.uk/visitors/visiting-oxford/visiting-the-colleges
https://www.ox.ac.uk/visitors/visiting-oxford/visiting-the-colleges
https://www.obga.ox.ac.uk/visit-garden
https://www.hsm.ox.ac.uk/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://cherwellboathouse.co.uk/punting/&ved=2ahUKEwjV7KPj4rWGAxVYU0EAHfhTCdkQFnoECCMQAQ&usg=AOvVaw11iQXg8u6bes_IV6QxBqEq
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.oxfordpunting.co.uk/punt-hire/&ved=2ahUKEwjV7KPj4rWGAxVYU0EAHfhTCdkQFnoECCQQAQ&usg=AOvVaw2UPjxE3yi35OozHZPzK0xh
https://www.storymuseum.org.uk/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.geesrestaurant.co.uk/&ved=2ahUKEwio-NXD7bWGAxXpU0EAHQLpAygQFnoECGEQAQ&usg=AOvVaw1Zv5UHfPOb9uWyW0Be2pZ5
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.parsonagegrill.co.uk/&ved=2ahUKEwjMncr07bWGAxWTaEEAHUy8Bd8QFnoECFIQAQ&usg=AOvVaw0eAH3J9k7u3lIPi9R1P-B_
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://pierrevictoire.co.uk/&ved=2ahUKEwjcwJrY7bWGAxWIQEEAHao0DecQFnoECFQQAQ&usg=AOvVaw0Y_9OMdRK0qs9bU_i27wNE
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.browns-restaurants.co.uk/restaurants/southeast/oxford&ved=2ahUKEwiwurvl7bWGAxUMWEEAHSq6BCcQFnoECFYQAQ&usg=AOvVaw3aX-k9POS2ZbbatV4XF9z9
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://cherwellboathouse.co.uk/&ved=2ahUKEwiIgd2U7rWGAxX1VUEAHcFMCIoQFnoECEkQAQ&usg=AOvVaw2679MH0_WYz1mLuAtq8IAs
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://brasserieblanc.com/restaurants/oxford/&ved=2ahUKEwiYmYef7rWGAxUzXEEAHc7eBB0QFnoECFgQAQ&usg=AOvVaw1eVmHScmz1Ol6XxGktYsSS
https://roseandcrownoxford.com/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.lacucinaoxford.co.uk/&ved=2ahUKEwi29pjH77WGAxWwU0EAHZcZCU4QFnoECBQQAQ&usg=AOvVaw3XhnfmQRzC9L2FSIdi-Ngh
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=http://www.cuttlefishoxford.co.uk/&ved=2ahUKEwi3hvvc77WGAxVfUEEAHRuQBZQQFnoECEgQAQ&usg=AOvVaw1DB1rjYdevUZ640W0eo6uv
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.magdalenarms.co.uk/&ved=2ahUKEwiCp6Hp77WGAxVZQEEAHSx1BcgQFnoECF0QAQ&usg=AOvVaw3XdnjKSedgc1Xd-49zGLv2


 

Close to the High Street/City Centre 

• Quod Restaurant and Bar, 92-94 High St 

• Côte Oxford, 41-47 George St 

• Victors Oxford, Westgate Shopping Centre 

• Banana Tree Oxford, 63 George Street 

• Plus, many cafes and small eateries along the High Street 

 

Historic Pubs 

• The Turf  Tavern, 4 Bath Pl (12th Century pub, ‘the hardest to find pub in Oxford’, with 

some very famous customers) 

• The Bear Inn, 6 Alfred St (the oldest pub in Oxford) 

• The Chequers, 131 High St (famous with Oxford students) 

• The Crown, 59a Cornmarket St (with links to Shakespeare) 

• The Victoria, 90 Walton St (historic pub in Jericho) 

• The Perch, Binsey Ln (beautiful historic pub and walk across Port Meadow) 

• The Old Bookbinders, 17-18 Victor St (historic pub in Oxford close to the canal) 

• The Lamb and Flag, St Giles’ St 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.quod.co.uk/&ved=2ahUKEwjzx8fT7rWGAxUiUkEAHY_dBgYQFnoECAgQAQ&usg=AOvVaw14HYMZ_DDD13_fuggSYE3s
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.cote.co.uk/restaurant/oxford/&ved=2ahUKEwjG94Tx7rWGAxXMUUEAHX3RDAsQFnoECFgQAQ&usg=AOvVaw2qVRrf-4MMEMQHL_H57Y28
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.victors.co.uk/venues/oxford/&ved=2ahUKEwi3l4-h77WGAxWXWkEAHa2eBUUQFnoECFsQAQ&usg=AOvVaw0XWvPSstQMWlpgMaWjc9mH
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.bananatree.co.uk/restaurants/oxford&ved=2ahUKEwjno8er77WGAxUeX0EAHaLaDLAQFnoECFUQAQ&usg=AOvVaw1Qmm2QNT-bfOgvOi6jW8Lj

