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Playful Practice

P
When children explore with
curiosity, talk with purpose and
play with intention, something
remarkable happens — they
construct meaning that lasts.
Jasen Booton’s workshop
presents the unique Va
Framework; a culturally-integrated
Tongan approach for learning and
teaching, which emphasises the
importance of creating a
nurturing, relational space for
growth and development of young
students in the Kingdom of Tonga.

Playful Pedagogies: Reglsterhae! w

Critical Thinking, Creativity,
Constructing Meaning
25 March 2026
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A WORLD BANK STUDY

Alanga Fale ‘o e Ako

Vision 2032 and Strategic Policy Framework
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doable and rewarding practice
AY RAOSNAS

Mahon (2024)
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purposeful, intentional, and selégulatedjourney that takes an individual from
an intended region inone landscape2 | Y2 0 KSNIé¢ 02 22Ra
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marvellous fact of being in the world, requiring us to lookp p
up and take notice, to cognitively and emotionally interact™ 4
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Resourceful Past P goals p goals p goals p

Preferred
Future

Moving forward with purpose

Booton (2025)©
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Talanoa a talking, connecting, thinking environment F :!
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of Fijlan Talanoa. However, it Is worth noting that talanoa has N 4
differentshades of meaning to different groups of Pacific people ¥ h
(Farrelly andNaboboeBaba, 2014). For some, talanoa could be simpiyé
a casual chatwhile in more formal contexts it could form the basis Btk

a structured/itualised methodology for resolvmg ISsues and confhc'& A
The unifyingi KSYS Aa WwO2yySOGAY 3 uKNZN

Lofthouse, R., Hollweck, T., & Booton, J. (2026aching with
purpose: Learning encounters for educational chahtgchette.



KeyQualitiesof TonganTalanoa

Listento understand

Listenwithout interruption
Bepresentc in the moment

Lookfor the & LJS | joBaiEeations

Noticehowthe speakeisfeeling

Reflectand connectto the iIdeasshared

Bringyourtrue selfto the talanoa
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everything we do
depends on the quality
of the thinking we do
first. The quality of our
thinking depends on the
way we treat each other
GKAES 6S N
Kline (2009)
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The Va Framework:
A culturally-integrated Tongan approach for learning and teaching

Talk: Talanoa, Talanga

. = Explore: Fekumi,
Connections , Wayfinding
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Active Playful Learning:
WEIEIE




The wonderful Sesi explainingthe V CNJ Y S g 2 NJ






