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You are listening to ‘New Place, Same Me’ - a song written by service children at 

the 2025 North East Wales Armed Forces Festival.
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Outline of session

Did you know? The 

official flower of a 

service child is the 

dandelion.

• Aims of  the session

• Understanding:

• Who are service children?

• The Armed Forces community

• The ‘service child identity’

• Service children’s educational experiences

• Service children in English state schools and the Service Pupil Premium (SPP)

• Supporting:

• The Thriving Lives Toolkit

• Promoting:

• Month of  the Military Child #MotMC

• Digital resource pack

• Q&A

• Wrap up

Want the slide pack? Scan the QR code to download:



Aims of the session



Aims of the session

•A greater awareness and understanding of  service children’s 

experiences – with a focus on how the military shapes their lives, 

identity and educational experiences.

•Greater clarity on effective use of  the Service Pupil Premium (SPP) 

and how to develop wider school culture and practice.

•A digital resource pack signposting to further information and 

resources.

•An offer of  support from me to assist in creating, or developing, 

your school’s provision for service children.

The digital resource pack can be accessed using this link (Padlet) or QR code.

https://padlet.com/lucygbrobinson1/understanding-supporting-and-promoting-service-children-s-ex-wpwcnuhxqfaxesej


Who are service children?

Understanding



SEPARATIONMOBILITY
Due to the requirements of the 
Armed Forces, it is common for 

service children to regularly 
move home. Some service 

children live in service 
accommodation whilst others live 
in private housing, both in the UK 

and abroad. High mobility can 
mean that service children 

attend lots of different schools 
or attend boarding school.

Who are service children?

Other terms you might come across: military child, military-connected child or young person, (Armed) Forces child or 

young person, child(ren) of military/service personnel.

Service children can experience 
periods -  from a few days to 

several months -  of separation 
from their serving parents or 

carers due to the requirements 
of the Armed Forces. Serving 
personnel can work within the 
UK and abroad, both in friendly 

and hostile environments.

“A person whose parent, or 
carer, serves in the regular 

Armed Forces, or as a 
reservist, or has done at any 

point during the first 25 
years of that person’s life” 

(SCiP Alliance, 2026).

DEFINITION



A collection of poems and drawings 

created by service children as part of 

my doctoral research in response to the 

question “What does being a service 

child mean to you?”. They highlight the 

foundational experiences of mobility 

and separation.



DIVERSITY

Who are service children?

Service children are not a 
homogenous group. In addition 

to a service child’s unique 
individual characteristics, the 
role of the serving personnel 

within the military 
significantly shapes their life 

experiences. 

• Some service children are young carers, others may be bereaved. 

There are also service children who have both parents serving 

(dual service) or whose parents may be reservists or veterans. 

• The British Armed Forces also recruits from other countries. For 

example, the British Army includes a significant number of 

Gurkhas (~4,200 (MoD, 2025)) which means that for some 

service children, English is an additional/second language. 

Composite image of the self-portraits 

of the 19 service children involved in 

my doctoral research.

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/quarterly-service-personnel-statistics-2025/quarterly-service-personnel-statistics-1-october-2025
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/quarterly-service-personnel-statistics-2025/quarterly-service-personnel-statistics-1-october-2025


Composite image made up of  drawings and verbal 
descriptions of  service children’s serving and 
veteran parents. Taken from: Robinson, L. (2024). 
Military life, mobility, and me: A collection of  
composite images by British service children. 
Journal of  Military, Veteran and Family Health 
2024 10:2, 159-162.
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The Armed Forces community

Understanding



• The British Armed Forces is made up of serving personnel from all 

three Services: the Army, Royal Navy and Royal Marines (RN/RM), and 

the Royal Air Force (RAF). Latest figures indicate that there are 

182,060 UK Armed Forces Service Personnel (MoD, 2025). The 

majority are in the Army (109,060), followed by the Royal Navy and 

Royal Marines (37,880) and the Royal Air Force (35,130). 

Approximately 12% of the Armed Forces are female (MoD, 2025).

• The Armed Forces community has a broader definition and includes all 

current personnel, veterans, the bereaved and their families. An exact 

number isn’t known but according to government data, there’s around 

2 million veterans in the UK (Office for Veterans’ Affairs, 2024).

The Armed Forces community

COMMUNITY
Service children are part of 

the Armed Forces community, 
a unique sub- culture, rich in 
customs, language and values. 

Members often share 
commonalities of experience 
and can access private spaces, 

situated ‘behind the wire’.

Have a think, do you know anyone who is part of the Armed Forces community?

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/quarterly-service-personnel-statistics-2025/quarterly-service-personnel-statistics-1-october-2025
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/quarterly-service-personnel-statistics-2025/quarterly-service-personnel-statistics-1-october-2025
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/uk-armed-forces-biannual-diversity-statistics-april-2025/uk-armed-forces-biannual-diversity-statistics-april-2025
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/uk-armed-forces-biannual-diversity-statistics-april-2025/uk-armed-forces-biannual-diversity-statistics-april-2025
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/office.for.veterans.affairs/viz/2024-07-29VeteransDataDashboardv2final/Story1
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/office.for.veterans.affairs/viz/2024-07-29VeteransDataDashboardv2final/Story1
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/office.for.veterans.affairs/viz/2024-07-29VeteransDataDashboardv2final/Story1
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/office.for.veterans.affairs/viz/2024-07-29VeteransDataDashboardv2final/Story1
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/office.for.veterans.affairs/viz/2024-07-29VeteransDataDashboardv2final/Story1


Military slang match up

• The military is often considered to have its own language - full of acronyms and slang. Have a go 

at matching these slang words with their correct definitions:

Fancy an interactive version? Follow this link or scan the QR code above

chin-strapped

mess

dit

mucker

wooly-pully

gopping

NATO standard

redders

scran / scoff

slug / doss bag / maggot very tired

food

a friend or companion

a sleeping bag

a place where serving personnel can socialise, eat and live

a story

tea with milk and two sugars

an army-issued jumper

very hot

horrible or disgusting

https://interacty.me/projects/58a904ed1af484bc


Military slang match up

• The military is often considered to have its own language - full of acronyms and slang. Have a go at 

matching these slang words with their correct definitions:
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wooly-pully
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NATO standard

redders
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slug / doss bag / maggot

very tired

food
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a sleeping bag

a place where serving personnel can socialise, eat and live

a story
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an army-issued jumper

very hot
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How do service children see themselves and 
understand their lives as service children?

The ‘service child identity’

Understanding



The ‘service child identity’

• There are primarily two existing, yet opposing, discourses about service 
children.

• One views service children through a deficit lens as ‘vulnerable’, 
‘disadvantaged’ and “objects or victims – of militarisation” (Yarwood, Tyrrell 
& Kelly, 2021, p.260). 

• The opposing discourse conceptualises and champions service children for 
possessing militarised characteristics like ‘adaptability’, ‘bravery’ and 
‘resilience’ (Godier-McBard, Wood & Fossey, 2021; Hanna, 2020; Lee, 2020; 
McCullouch, Hall & Ellis, 2018). 
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The ‘service child identity’

• In both discourses, service children’s identities are seen in relation to the 
military.

• Whilst central to our understanding of service children, focusing on the 
relational aspect of service children’s identity leads to only a partial 
understanding of its complexity. 

• Indeed, framing service children in this way overlooks the pivotal role of the 
children’s own agency in their identity formation and the importance of their 
unique life contexts.



The ‘service child identity’

• Therefore, based on my doctoral research findings and in dialogue with James 
Paul Gee’s work on identity (2000; 2017), I created an alternative 
conceptualisation of service children - the ‘service child identity’. 

• It has three facets: relational, contextual and child-led. 

• Essentially, it’s a different way of thinking about and understanding how 
service children see themselves and understand their lives as members of the 
Armed Forces community.

https://doi.org/10.2307/1167322
https://doi.org/10.1080/2005615X.2017.1312216


The ‘service child identity’

• Conceptualising service children in this way recognises: 

• (1) the role and position of the military in the existence of the identity 
(relational); 

• (2) the commonalities and differences in service children’s military-related 
experiences (contextual); 

• (3) service children’s active role in identity formation and the propensity for 
change (child-led). 



Service child identity: relational

(1) the role and position of the military in the existence of the identity 

• According to Gee, a relational identity is a ‘classificatory label’ and is defined 
“in terms of relations, contrasts or oppositions between different types of 
people” (2017, p.87).

• The service child identity exists because of the relationship between the child 
and the military. Service children form an integral part of the Armed Forces 
community. Without the military, the identity would not exist. 

• The children within the service child identity label are different to those who 
are not service children.

https://doi.org/10.1080/2005615X.2017.1312216


Service child identity: relational

(1) the role and position of the military in the existence of the identity 

• Furthermore, Gee posits that relational identities can exist in three separate 
ways: 

• a classificatory label that other people apply to you, but which you reject or 
don’t much care about; 

•  a label that you own and identify with; 
•  a label you are conflicted about” (2017, p.87). 

• Indeed, all the service children involved in my research fitted into one of the 
three ways – ambivalence, acceptance or conflict. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/2005615X.2017.1312216


Service child identity: contextual

(2) the commonalities and differences in service children’s military-related 
experiences

• Service children’s ‘service’ – their experiences of mobility and separation – 
shapes their sense of self, creating unique iterations of their service child 
identity. 

• Whilst the service children shared military-related experiences, they occurred 
within each child’s unique context. 



Service child identity: contextual

(2) the commonalities and differences in service children’s military-related 
experiences

• The differences in these contexts make the experiences both shared and 
individualised and contribute to differing approaches to how the service 
children made sense of their lives. 

• To conceptualise the service child identity as contextual accommodates the 
diversity that service children experience whilst grouped under one label.



Service child identity: child-led

(3) service children’s active role in identity formation and the propensity for 
change (child-led). 

• Throughout the research, the children engaged with and challenged pre-
existing discourses about them. 

• Service children have agency in shaping their relationship to their service child 
identity.

• Children’s relationship to their service child identity can develop and oscillate 
over time. Something particularly relevant to children of veterans.



Service child identity

• The ‘service child identity’ challenges the existing static, passive and 
homogenising discourses of deficit or strength models.

• Offers a new approach which more suitably attends to the complexity of 
service children’s lives.

• Accommodates the inherent diversity of service children, recognises the 
children’s active role in identity formation and allows for change over time.

• Has utility for both researchers and practitioners - allowing them to have a 
more nuanced understanding of how service children see themselves and 
understand their lives as members of the Armed Forces community.



Service children’s educational 
experiences

Understanding



Service children’s educational 

experiences

• Service children are educated in a diverse range of settings across the UK and 
globally. 

• These include schools abroad overseen by the Defence Children’s Services 
(branch of the MoD), local state schools in their host countries, public schools 
based in the UK (day or boarding) and home schooling. 

• In each setting and country, the admission process, support for additional 
needs, curricula, public examinations and funding models for service children’s 
education vary considerably. This includes within the UK where state schools 
in England, Wales, Northern Ireland and Scotland all operate differently.

• As a result, service children experience educational discontinuity.



Service children’s educational 

experiences

• Although service children are not a homogenous group, they often have 
commonalities of experiences – including key challenges – when it comes to 
education. 

• These key challenges stem from the fact that many service children are highly 
mobile, moving as frequently as every 18 months, across educational systems 
designed for static children. 

 
• This interruption to their schooling is combined with the challenges schools 

have in providing appropriate provision and support for these children; 
academically, socially and emotionally. 

• These challenges can often be heightened during the transition in and out of 
settings and during periods of service-related separation between child and 
serving parent. 



Service children’s educational 

experiences

Common 
educational 
challenges 
for service 
children 

Impact of  managing emotions 
and extra responsibilities, 
particularly during separation  
and transitions 

Undiagnosed / delayed / lack of  continuous 
support for SEND

Difficulties in making friends and 
fitting in with their peer group - 
potential stigma or bullying 

School staff  lacking military 
cultural competency - not  
understanding service 
children’s background, needs 
and challenges; particularly 
pertinent in schools with small 
numbers of  service children

Gaps in learning / 
repetition of  learning due 
to multiple school moves

Adjusting to a new school - 
different curricula and public 
examinations, behavioural 
expectations, etc. - and 
potentially feeling a sense 
of  not belonging in their 
new school environment Delayed, minimal or 

no information 
transfer between 
schools



Service children’s educational 

experiences

• Service children are often seen through a deficit lens. As educators, it is 
important to have sufficient understanding about the common educational 
challenges service children may experience. However, only seeing service 
children in this way can be reductive and risks overshadowing the diversity of  
experiences and downplaying or ignoring the strengths that service children 
have and the positives that being a service child can bring.

• For example, in my research, service children spoke about how lucky they felt 
to:
• travel extensively and be exposed to diverse cultures and backgrounds 

leading to new opportunities and interests and a broader worldview.
• be part of the Armed Forces community which many felt was “like a big 

family”, allowing service children to experience a place of understanding 
and belonging - physically and metaphorically. 



Service children in English 
state schools and the Service 

Pupil Premium (SPP)

Understanding



Service children in English state 

schools and the SPP

• Whilst it is often assumed that service children only attend schools situated 
within the proximity of the major garrisons, ports and bases belonging to the 
Armed Forces (and thus distribution is geographically concentrated), this is 
not the case. 

• An analysis of the DfE’s data highlights that the geographical spread of 
service children across England is far broader and that, over time, military 
families have become increasingly dispersed (Rodrigues, Osborne, Johnson & 
Kiernan, 2020; SCiP Alliance, 2022).

• Indeed, Hall’s (2019) analysis of unpublished DfE data highlighted that 52% 
of schools across England have at least one service child, but within that 
52%, half have only one or two service children. 

https://researchportal.northumbria.ac.uk/en/publications/the-exploration-of-the-dispersal-of-british-military-families-in-/
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https://researchportal.northumbria.ac.uk/en/publications/the-exploration-of-the-dispersal-of-british-military-families-in-/
https://www.scipalliance.org/map
https://www.scipalliance.org/map
https://www.scipalliance.org/map
https://www.scipalliance.org/assets/files/SCP-Alliance-data-Briefing-FINAL-ONLINE.pdf


(Hall, 2019) using data from the 2018-19 academic year, sourced from the National Pupil Database.

https://www.scipalliance.org/assets/files/SCP-Alliance-data-Briefing-FINAL-ONLINE.pdf


This is a screenshot of an interactive map showing the relative distribution of service children across England 

using the DfE’s 2022 data. You can access the map using this link or type ‘SCiP Alliance map’ into your search bar.

https://www.scipalliance.org/map


Service children in English state 

schools and the SPP
• Since 2011, service children (aged between 5 - 16 years) in English state 

schools have received targeted funding, known as the Service Pupil Premium 
(SPP). 

• The funding was introduced “in recognition of the specific challenges children 
from service families face and as part of the commitment to delivering the 
Armed Forces Covenant” (MoD, 2025).

• For this academic year (2025-2026), £350 per eligible child was provided to 
schools, amounting to just over £26.74 million in total (Department for 
Education [DfE], 2025). 

N.B. The SPP is different from Pupil Premium funding and should not be combined. Schools 

should account for them separately as they have different purposes. 

https://www.armedforcescovenant.gov.uk
https://www.armedforcescovenant.gov.uk
https://www.armedforcescovenant.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-service-pupil-premium/service-pupil-premium-what-you-need-to-know
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-service-pupil-premium/service-pupil-premium-what-you-need-to-know
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pupil-premium-allocations-and-conditions-of-grant-2025-to-2026
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pupil-premium-allocations-and-conditions-of-grant-2025-to-2026
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pupil-premium-allocations-and-conditions-of-grant-2025-to-2026
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pupil-premium-allocations-and-conditions-of-grant-2025-to-2026
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pupil-premium-allocations-and-conditions-of-grant-2025-to-2026


Service children in English state 

schools and the SPP
• In the October 2024 school census, there were 76,419 service children who met the 

Department for Education’s (DfE) service child definition:

• “one of  their parents is serving in the regular armed forces (including pupils with a parent 

who is on full commitment as part of  the full-time reserve service) or is in the armed forces 

of  another nation and is stationed in England and they have been registered as a ‘service 

child’ in the most recent autumn DfE school census

• they do not currently have ‘service child’ status but they have been registered as a ‘service 

child’ on any DfE school census in the past 6 years

• one of  their parents died whilst serving in the armed forces and the pupil receives a 

pension under the Armed Forces Compensation Scheme or the War Pensions Scheme.”

N.B. This number is considered an underestimate due to the awareness of  the funding, the reliance on parental declaration 

and the lack of  portability.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pupil-premium/pupil-premium
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pupil-premium/pupil-premium
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pupil-premium/pupil-premium
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pupil-premium/pupil-premium
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pupil-premium/pupil-premium
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pupil-premium/pupil-premium
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pupil-premium/pupil-premium


Service children in English state 

schools and the SPP
The purpose of the funding is “mainly so that they [schools] can offer pastoral support 

during challenging times, and to help mitigate the negative impact of family mobility, 

separation or parental deployment on service children.

• Family mobility: when a service person is posted from one location to another, including 

overseas and within the UK, resulting in separation from their family or moving of the 

family home.

• Separation: occurs when a service person is assigned to an unaccompanied location, or 

the family choose to remain at home when the service person is deployed, resulting in 

their weekly/monthly commutes home and/or extended periods away.

• Parental deployment: when a service person is serving away from home for a period of 

time - this could be a 6 to 9-month tour of duty, a training course or an exercise which 

could last for a few weeks” (MoD & DfE, 2025).

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-service-pupil-premium/service-pupil-premium-what-you-need-to-know
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-service-pupil-premium/service-pupil-premium-what-you-need-to-know
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-service-pupil-premium/service-pupil-premium-what-you-need-to-know
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-service-pupil-premium/service-pupil-premium-what-you-need-to-know
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The Thriving Lives Toolkit

The Thriving Lives Toolkit, developed by the SCiP Alliance and tested by 
schools, is a framework of  7 principles. It allows schools to identity 
strengths, reflect on existing practice and work strategically to implement 
effective support for their service children going forward (SCiP Alliance, 
2026).

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P_RMubgtWEU 

https://www.scipalliance.org/thriving-lives-toolkit
https://www.scipalliance.org/thriving-lives-toolkit
https://www.scipalliance.org/thriving-lives-toolkit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P_RMubgtWEU
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The Thriving Lives Toolkit

• Free registration to access the toolkit.

• Review each principle, answering key 
questions and providing evidence to self-
assess current practice as emerging, 
developing or embedding.

• Each principle has examples of what 
good practice looks like in the school 
context, including real life examples.

• You can also add objectives to help plan 
specific future actions.

SCiP Alliance

https://thrivinglives.scipalliance.org/signup
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The Thriving Lives Toolkit



The Thriving Lives Toolkit

• In 2024-2025, the SCiP Alliance ran the Thriving Lives Toolkit webinar series 

with each session focusing on each principle in turn. All recordings of  these 

sessions are available on the SCiP Alliance’s website.

• The SCiP Alliance is also offering online drop-in clinics to support schools in 

using the Toolkit. Find out more here: Thriving Lives Toolkit Drop In Clinic - 

Resources | SCiP Alliance.

• Using the Service Pupil Premium funding to buy out staff  time to engage with 

the Toolkit is an effective use of  the funding. By doing so, you can create an in-

depth understanding of  how your school is currently supporting service children 

and how you can strengthen and broaden existing practice to ensure effective 

support for your service children.

Feeling overwhelmed or want a helping hand? As part of  my fellowship, I can offer support to assist in 

creating, or developing, your school’s provision for service children. Email: robinsonl29@cardiff.ac.uk

https://www.scipalliance.org/news/2024/thriving-lives-toolkit-webinar-session-1-children-are-heard
https://www.scipalliance.org/news/2024/thriving-lives-toolkit-webinar-session-1-children-are-heard
https://www.scipalliance.org/news/2024/thriving-lives-toolkit-webinar-session-1-children-are-heard
https://www.scipalliance.org/news/2024/thriving-lives-toolkit-webinar-session-1-children-are-heard
https://www.scipalliance.org/events/thriving-lives-toolkit-drop-in-clinic-8
https://www.scipalliance.org/events/thriving-lives-toolkit-drop-in-clinic-8
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https://www.scipalliance.org/events/thriving-lives-toolkit-drop-in-clinic-8
https://www.scipalliance.org/events/thriving-lives-toolkit-drop-in-clinic-8
https://www.scipalliance.org/events/thriving-lives-toolkit-drop-in-clinic-8
https://www.scipalliance.org/events/thriving-lives-toolkit-drop-in-clinic-8
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Month of the Military Child #MotMC

• In recognition of  #MotMC, several charities and 

organisations have created resources ready to 

use at home or in school, alongside running 

initiative-specific opportunities for children and 

young people. These opportunities are open to 

children without a connection to the military too; 

helping to foster peer-to-peer relationships and 

peer understanding of  what life is like for service 

children. 

• April is the ‘Month of  the Military Child’ #MotMC, an awareness-raising 

initiative which, in the UK, is led by the Education Policy Team within the UK 

Ministry of  Defence (MoD). It aims to “highlight service children and remind 

people of  the positive impact they make in their schools and communities” 

(MoD, 2026). 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/month-of-the-military-child
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/month-of-the-military-child


Month of the Military Child #MotMC

• The charity Never Such Innocence is running an art and poetry competition 

throughout April for service children aged 8-18 years (and their non-military 

peers!). The theme is ‘Winds of  Change’ with more information available on their 

website (deadline 1st May).

• The charity Little Troopers has lots of  resources to support the initiative – 

whether it’s at home with family or at school with friends. This includes events, 

online workshops and downloadable activities. They also have a free Month of  

the Military Child Schools Pack.

• The charity Forces Children Scotland has created a guide for delivering a Month 

of  the Military Child school assembly alongside a range of  other resources.

Finally, Friday 24th April is ‘Purple Up! Day’  (the colour of  the #MotMC as it is a combination of  all 

the colours of  the different branches of  the British military), designed to encourage people to wear 

something purple in acknowledgment of  #MotMC!

https://www.neversuchinnocence.com/
https://www.neversuchinnocence.com/
https://www.neversuchinnocence.com/
https://www.neversuchinnocence.com/month-of-the-military-child
https://www.neversuchinnocence.com/month-of-the-military-child
https://www.littletroopers.net/
https://www.littletroopers.net/
https://www.littletroopers.net/shop/motmc-school-pack/
https://www.littletroopers.net/shop/motmc-school-pack/
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Digital resource pack



To be signposted to further information and resources about service 

children, access the digital resource pack using this link (Padlet) or QR 

code.

Digital resource pack

https://padlet.com/lucygbrobinson1/understanding-supporting-and-promoting-service-children-s-ex-wpwcnuhxqfaxesej


Q&A



Wrap up



Event Feedback Form

Scan the QR code or go to

https://bit.ly/ServiceChildrenFeedback 

https://bit.ly/ServiceChildrenFeedback
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/oxford-deptofed

deanery@education.ox.ac.uk

bit.ly/OxEduDeanery

Stay in touch

Sign up to our mailing list

@oxforddeptofed

education.ox.ac.uk
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